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conversation he had taken a full surfeit the preceding
evening.

That day in his walks, Booth met with an old brother-
officer, who had served with him at Gibraltar, and was
on half-pay as well as himself. He had not, indeed, had
the fortune of being broke with his regiment, as was
Booth; but had gone out on half pay as a lieutenant, a
r.ink to which he had risen in five and thirty years.

This honest gentleman, after some discourse with
Booth, desired him to lend him half-a-crown; which
he assured him he would faithfully pay the next day,
when he was to receive some money for his sister. This
sister was the widow of an officer that had been killed in
the sea-service; and she and her brother lived together,
on their joint stock, out of which they maintained like-
wise an old mother, and two of the sister's children, the
eldest of which was about nine years old. ' You must
4 know/ said the old lieutenant, 4 I have been disap-
4 pointed this morning by an old scoundrel, who
4 wanted fifteen per cent, for advancing my sister's
1 pension; but I have now got an honest follow who *
4 hath promised it me to-morrow at ten per cent*

4 And enough too of all conscience/ cries Booth.

*Why, indeed, I think so too/ answered the other;
4 considering it is sure to be paid one time or other. To
1 say the truth, it is a little hard the government doth
4 not. pay those pensions better; for my sister's hath
4 been due almost these two years; that is my way of
4 thinking.7

Booth answered he was ashamed to refuse him such a
sum; 4 Upon my soul/ said he, 41 have not a single
' halfpenny in my pocket; for I am in a worse condition,
4 if possible, than yourself; for I have lost all my money,
4 and, what is worse, I owe Mr. Trent, whom you re-
4 member at Gibraltar, fifty pounds.'